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Compare and contrast immigration to 
the United States in the period from 

1800 to 1860 and from 1880 to 1924.



Thesis

• Although the the immigrants of 1800-1880, 
(known as the "old immigrants") and the 
immigrants of1880-1924 (known as the "new 
immigrants") came from different places and 
had different experiences in America, both 
groups faced discrimination and other 
obstacles, in order to find a better life.



1800 - 1860 Immigration
• Immigration from 1800 - 1860 was dominated 

by Western and Northern Europeans, 
especially the Irish and German. The Irish left 
Ireland to escape economic disparity, religious 
tensions, and the Great Famine. After hearing 
about a land where any hard working man can 
become wealthy, many left for America seeking 
this better life.The  Germans came to America 
for economic opportunities and a chance for a 
better life.



1880 - 1924 Immigration

• Immigration from 1880 - 1924 was dominated by 
the Southern and Eastern Europeans (Italian, 
Polish, Greek, etc.) and the Chinese. Many of the 
of the European "new immigrants" came from poor 
and under industrialized areas, such as Southern 
Italy and Greece. Thus these Europeans and the 
Chinese came to America in hopes of striking it 
rich. Those who came were often uneducated and 
unskilled, limiting employment opportunities.



Comparison
• The "old immigrants" often came to America to stay. This was 

due to the fact that many were fleeing religious persecution 
or wanted to live the American Dream. The "new immigrants" 
often came to work for awhile, and after making some 
money, return home. Unlike the "old immigrants", the "new 
immigrant" had less intention of staying. 

• Most European immigrants initially settled in cities. Due to a 
lack of funds, many immigrants couldn't start their own 
farms and instead looked for industrial jobs. Later they 
would follow the jobs. An example of this is the when Irish 
moved west to work on the railroad alongside the Chinese. 



Comparison
• Both groups of immigrants were discriminated against 

upon arrival to America. However, the reasons and the 
discrimination itself differed. Although the "old immigrants" 
experienced discrimination, they didn't face the same 
legal and political discrimination felt by the "new 
immigrants" (Chinese Exclusion Act). Also, there was more 
effort to improve the "new immigrants" condition than than 
was for the old. Finally the discrimination against the old 
immigrants existed because of economical and religious 
differences, while the discrimination against the new 
immigrants came from Social Darwinism, economic 
competition, and moralistic differences.



Conclusion

• In conclusion, although they came from 
different backgrounds, both the new and old 
immigrants who came to America faced many 
challenges as they tried to improve the lives 
of their families and themselves.


