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“Truman was slow to react to the threat of communism, 
but when he did, he overreacted.” Assess the validity of 

this statement.



Thesis
Truman responded to communism by 
seeking to limit it's spread using the Truman 
Doctrine and NATO. The extent of his willing 
to do so was shown by the US involvement 
during the Korean War. Ultimately, whether or 
not he overreacted is in the eyes of the 
beholder, and whether they believe that the 
spreading communism warranted Truman's 
actions.



Truman Doctrine
Created by Truman, the Truman Doctrine was a 
foreign policy put forth to keep Greece and Turkey 
from under the influence of communism. With British 
ending their aid in Turkey and the Soviets showing 
interest the country, Truman feared that Turkey may fall 
under Soviet influence and asked Congress to provide 
aid to the country. In addition Greece was struggling 
in a civil war between the Greek government and the 
Greek Communist Party. Truman, wanting to ensure a 
communist-free Greece, also asked for economic and 
military assistance for the Greek government. By 
actively helping countries resist communism, Truman 
set forth the precedent of America stopping the 
spread of communism (containment). 



NATO
Following Eastern Europe's fall under the Iron Curtain, 
America and its European allies felt the need to come 
together in order to protect one another from the 
encroaching communist threat. With this in mind NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) was created. It set up 
the idea that if one member was attacked, you may as well 
have attacked all of them, in hopes of preventing any 
Soviet aggression against members. Truman used NATO to 
later further protect Turkey and Greece by adding them as 
members, so if the Soviets attacked one, they would begin 
a war with all NATO members. Following the addition of 
West Germany, the Soviets responded by creating the 
Warsaw Pact, with a similar protective agreement. The 
creation of the Warsaw Pact further fueled tensions in 
Europe and added to the paranoia felt in America.



Korean War
Following WWII, Korea was split in two, the North 
being supported by the Soviets, and the South being 
supported by the United States. Later, much to the 
surprise of the United States, North Korea would go 
on to attack South Korea and would conquer the 
majority of the country. Soon after the UN and US 
would go on to help the South Koreans take back 
their land and more, driving the North Koreans far 
back into North Korea. The war later be complicated 
with a Chinese intervention (PVA) and Soviet 
involvement (MiG Alley), but ultimately ended with 
the creation of a DMZ yet no true end. The Korean 
War showed how far America was willing to go to 
fight communism and ensure it didn't spread. 



Conclusion 

Overall Truman was willing to go to great 
lengths to prevent the spread of 
Communism, as seen by his willingness to 
allow America to become involved 
internationally to stop the influence of 
communism on a global scale.


