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Our Topic
Analyze the ways in which THREE of the following 
indicated the tension between conservative and liberal 
views in American society during the 1920s. 

The Red Scare  

Prohibition 

The Scopes Trial 

 Flappers



Thesis statement

Prohibition, the Scopes Trial, and the red 
scare indicated the tension between 
conservatives and liberals during the 
1920s by creating new boundaries and 
implementing social changes.



Prohibition 

Passed in 1919 by conservatives, 
prohibition was coupled with the volstead 
act to in force the law. The 18th 
amendment only lasted 14 years, and the 
experiment was ended in 1933. 



Prohibition

Prohibition did reveal many things however. 
European immigrants were outraged by the law 
because they were used to frequent drinking. The 
law also caused a clash between "wet" democrats  
who said the law was full of hypocrisy and "dry" 
republicans who preached the laws  moral and social 
benefits. 

Prohibition also caused the start of organized crime. 



The Red Scare

In the 1920's the US became suspicious that they might fall victim 
to communism after the Russians collapsed to communism after 
the Russian revolution and large amounts of change. 

The socialist movement had gained momentum and many 
Liberals were converting over to socialism. Eugene V. Debs 
received almost one million popular votes in the election of 1920. 

In the end the Red Scare died down but the fear of socialism and 
communism still remained and the rift between conservative and 
liberal grew.  



Scopes Monkey Trial
Tennessee biology teacher John T. Scopes was accused of 
teaching the concept of evolution, a violation of state law 

Clarence Darrow, the defense attorney, and William Jennings 
Bryan, the prosecutor went at it in court and Darrow made 
Bryant look foolish. 

Scopes ended up still being found guilty  and was fined but 
having Bryan look silly helped evolutionists side of the debate. 

This trial showed the world how conservative views are not 
always right and change can be a good thing.



Conclusion 
Prohibition showed the world that taking a radical moral 
stance on law can lead to organized crime. The red 
scare made the US put a social boundary on socialism. 
And the scopes monkey trial started the social change 
of accepting the concept of evolution and made people 
realize to never change is foolish. Liberals want change 
and conservatives want to keep tradition and the 
events in the 1920's showed that a radical stance either 
way is problematic and causes tension nation wide.


