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Compare and contrast immigration to the 
united states in the period from 1800 to 

1860 and from 1880 to 1924



Thesis
• During the 1800's to the 1860's American 

immigration was mostly coming from 
Germans and Irishman who worship had their 
own religion and reasons for coming, but 
from1880 to 1924 the people who came 
differed with their religion and also reasons for 
coming to America itself.  



Reasons to move
•  Americans’ Immigration during these two time periods were distinct to a 

large extent. During the time period of 1820-1860, Americans’ responses 
were trigger by anti-immigrant and religious beliefs and then enhanced by 
wage cuts. There were few, if none, widespread movements and 
organizations for the immigrants until the 1880s. By the time period of 
1880-1924, Americans’ responses were still relatively negative. Admission 
became more difficult and at times was limited. Also, anti-immigrant roots 
were still evident in society. However, there was a substantial increase in 
movements/organizations for the immigrants. Triggered by moralistic 
ideals, upper and middle class Americans’ provided a sundry amount of 
relief for the immigrants. Overall, the shift in Americans’ responses to 
immigration amounted from political pressures, society’s morals, and 
World War I. Nonetheless, both eras witnessed Americans’ response to 
immigrants as discriminate and politically manipulative



Types of people
• During the 1820 to the 1860s we had mostly Germans and Irish people coming to 

America 

• Germans came to the US because the revolutionary war broke out in Germany I'm 
1848, it was tough politically and economically in Germany at this time   

• Many Americans were not happy about the Germans coming ok when in America 
they continued to speak German, they usually bought land in the west and were 
valuable votes for politicians 

•  The Irish also came in the mid 1840s because of the severe potato famine, during 
this time the Irish were accounted for the single largest immigrant group  

• This wave brought predominately Protestants and Catholics from these places 



People continued... 
• The second wave of people came from Slavic and Baltic regions 

of southern and Eastern Europe, and also Chinese and Japanese 
to the west coast coast near L.A 

• These people opposed the Protestant and catholic views of prior 
settlers 

• These people were mainly, Jews, Greek Orthodox, Christians, 
and Catholics  

• During this time the literacy rate went down because most of the 
people were poor illiterate Europeans 



Religion
• The origins of the immigrants from the time periods of 1800-1860 

and 1880-1924 had several many differences, yet a few similarities. 
The earlier time period was considered "Old Immigration" while the 
latter was considered "New Immigration." The majority of the 
immigration stemmed from European countries. The “Old 
Immigration” refers to the influx of predominantly northern and 
western Europeans migrating to America during the time period 
between 1800 and 1860. These immigrants largely consisted of 
Protestants with the exception of some Irish and German Catholics. 
On the other hand, from 1880 to 1924, the majority of immigrants 
came from Great Britain, Germany, and Scandinavia. These people 
were referred to as “New Immigrants.” This meant that they arrived 
to America post 1880 and were predominantly from southern and 
eastern Europe and were dominantly Roman Catholics


