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Temperance 
• There were two different views on alcohol during this time. 

The optimistic view with alcohol being illegal was that 
would improve human mortality. If Americans didn't drink 
there money would no longer be spent at bars on drinks or 
on girls. Then work would not be missed because of their 
hangovers. With no drunken outburst domestic violence 
would decrease, and families would stay together. The 
pessimistic view on human nature and drinking would be 
that if alcohol was not banned the people would not be 
able to control themselves and would always be drunk. In 
all they wanted to improve humanity 



Mental institutions


• The 1830’s through the 1840’s was a time of improvement in the 
conditions of the insane and the congenitally enfeebled. The 
optimistic view allowed for the separation of the mentally ill from 
the criminals in prisons. They did this by setting up asylums. 
These asylums were created in order to rehabilitate the mentally ill. 
They hoped the patients would be cured and would lead a happy, 
independent life after treatment. 

•  The pessimists viewed mental illness as a lifelong sentence. They 
believed there was no hope for the mentally insane and there 
would be no chance of them ever leading a normal, functional life. 
Essentially they were viewed as burdens on society.



Education 
• The education reform was brought up by Horace 

Mann. He believed that a public school system 
would benefit the country's success. The form 
brought a optimist view that America would grow 
in knowledge and all man, well white man, would 
be equal. The pessimistic view was that sending 
the children to school took away from a families 
work force so to speak. Society could only 
benefit from educating the public, smarter 
people, smarter country.


