Section 1: Our Political Beginning 
The colonists that first settled in the Americas borrowed heavily from the English tradition of government. Although England was a monarchy at that time, it also had a Bill of Rights and a Parliament. It was within this framework that the early colonial governments emerged. Because of the physical distance between the colonists and the mother country, a form of political independence existed long before the American Revolution.

Section 2: The Coming of Independence
In 1763, Britain needed additional revenue to pay for its war debts. Thus began a controversial era of colonial taxation. Since no colonial representatives were in the British Parliament, the colonists argued that they were enduring "Taxation without Representation."

The First and Second Continental Congresses organized a loose alliance that at first formally protested British policies. In 1776, actual independence was declared.

Elements of the state constitutions that followed would later be added to the national Constitution.

Section 3: The Critical Period
The first attempt at forming an actual independent government resulted in the Articles of Confederation (1781-1789). The Articles provided for a weak central government with no power to tax or raise an army. It was also difficult to pass laws and almost impossible to amend the Articles themselves.

Shay's Rebellion in 1787 convinced enough people to call for a Constitutional Convention to make a second attempt at democracy.

Section 4: Creating the Constitution
Twelve of the thirteen states sent delegates to the convention in Philadelphia. Over the following seventeen weeks, disagreements between states stalled the convention time and again. The Constitution is often referred to as a "bundle of compromises" because those disagreements had to be settled. Perhaps the most important was the Connecticut Compromise, which created of House of Representatives and the Senate.

Section 5: Ratifying the Constitution
The debate over approving the new Constitution was mainly between Federalists, who supported the document, and Anti-Federalists, who believed that the government would have too much power. When a collection of essays called The Federalist was published, it convinced enough states to approve the new form of government. The United States under the Constitution began in April of 1789.

