
Question #2



"While many Americans were enjoying economic 
prosperity during the 1920s, there was also increasing 

social conflict." Assess the validity of this statement 
with reference to three of the following. 

Fundamentalism 

The Ku Klux Klan 

Prohibition  

Nativism 

Sacco and Vanzetti case



Thesis Statement

The increasing social conflict during the 1920s is 
apparent in the revival of the Ku Klux Klan, the 

organized crime stemming from prohibition, and the 
distaste for immigrants shown during the trail of Sacco 

and Vanzetti.



Prohibition
•  The 18th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified in 

1919, had banned the manufacture and sale of 
“intoxicating liquors." 

• From then on it was illegal to sell any "intoxicated 
beverages" with more than 0.5% alcohol. 

• It created a disrespect for a law because it makes 
crimes out of things that are not crimes. 

• It created organized crime.  

• The prohibition permanently corrupted law 
enforcement, the court systems, and politics. 
Policemen and politicians were bribed and 
blackmailed. 

• Now, people simply went to nominally illegal 
speakeasies instead of ordinary bars.  

• Bootleggers (smugglers crossing the state border) 
distributed illegal alcohol. 

• Moonshine, also known as "hooch" and "white 
lightning," was illegally produced.



• Ironically, Prohibition also increased the 
amount people drank. Drinking has never 
again returned to pre-Prohibition levels. 

• The prohibition made smoking a national habit.  

• Organized crime increased.  

• 75,000 arrests per year.  

• Al Capone, an American gangster who led a 
Prohibition-era crime syndicate, made $40 
million from smuggling and bootlegging liquor.  

• For middle-white Americans, Prohibition was a 
way to assert some control over the unruly 
immigrant masses who crowded the nation’s 
cities. 

• "Dries" believed that eliminating alcohol would 
turn back the clocks to an earlier more 
comfortable time.



The Ku Klux Klan
The Ku Klux Klan was founded in 1866 
by ex-Confederate soldiers and other 
Southerners opposed to Reconstruction 
after the Civil War. 

They targeted blacks, Catholics, Jews, and 
foreigners. 

Promoted fundamentalism and devout 
patriotism along with advocating white 
supremacy. 

The Klan grew quickly in the early 1920's. 
Members included the poor and 
uneducated, mainstream, middle-class 
Americans, and doctors, lawyers, and 
ministers.  

The Klan moved in many states to 
dominate local and state politics.



The Klan devised a strategy called the "decade," in 
which every member of the Klan was responsible for 
recruiting ten people to vote for Klan candidates in 
elections. In 1924 the Klan succeeded in engineering 
the elections of officials from coast to coast, 
including the mayors of Portland, Maine, and 
Portland, Oregon. In some states, such as Colorado 
and Indiana, they placed enough Klansmen in 
positions of power to effectively control the state 
government. Known as the "Invisible Empire," the 
KKK's presence was felt across the country. 

When the KKK came to recruit Greenville, 
Mississippi, LeRoy Percy, moved to keep the Klan out 
of his town. His passionate speech at the Klan's 
recruitment session convinced townspeople to 
support a resolution to condemn the Klan. 

It collapsed in the late 1920s after a congressional 
investigation exposed the internal embezzling by 
Klan officials.  The KKK was an alarming 
manifestation of the intolerance and prejudice 
plaguing people anxious about the dizzying pace of 
social change in the 1920s.



Sacco and Vanzetti Case
• Ferdinando Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo 

Vanzetti were Italians who immigrated to the 
US in 1908 

• In 1920 they were convicted for armed 
robbery and murder in South Braintree, 
Massachusetts, and were executed in 1927 

• The reason they were suspects at all was 
because they were believed to be part of the 
Galleanist anarchist group. 

• The Galleanists were an Italian-American 
anarchist group founded by Luigi Galleani  

• The Galleanists sought violent revolution and 
carried out several bombings and 
assassinations  directed towards government 
officials.


