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Thesis

• In FDR's New Deal he found innovated ways to try 
and fix the country's economy. He focused on out 
with old and in with the new. Taking away lassiez-fair 
and adding in some acts of his own like, social 
security act and the agricultural adjustment act, 
helped him do what many Americans hopes he could. 
With these changes the social traditions of the people 
changed as well.  



Loosing Laissez-fair 
The New Deal ended the old type of government, of the dedication to 
laissez-faire government which had been used since the revolution 
and ended british government messing with the america economy. 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act and and the Social Security system 
are good examples of the change. The Agricultural Adjustment Act 
essentially  restricted agricultural production by paying farmers 
subsidies not to plant part of their land and to kill off excess 
livestock. Its purpose was to reduce crop surplus and therefore 
effectively raise the value of crops. The social security system was an 
attempt to limit what were seen as dangers in the modern American 
life, including old age, poverty, unemployment, and the burdens of 
widows and fatherless children.the government went from a laissez-
faire government that favored businesses to a government that saw 
improving the lives of all Americans as part of its mission



Social Security Acts 
One of the most important programs of the New Deal was the 
Social Security Act. It also constructed the framework for the U.S. 
welfare system. It established a system of retirement pensions, 
unemployment insurance, and welfare benefits for the handicapped 
and needy children that we still have today.  Roosevelt made sure 
that it was funded by payroll taxes rather than the general fund. He 
said, "We put those payroll contributions there so as to give the 
contributors a legal, moral, and political right to collect their 
pensions and unemployment benefits." The Social Security Act 
signifies a political and economical change from the past, because 
for the first time the government took responsibility for the 
economic security of the aged, the handicapped, the temporarily 
unemployed, and needy children



Agricultural Adjustment Act
It he 1920s farmers were producing more food than could be consumed, and 
prices began to fall. So by the beginning of the 1930s many farmers were in great 
finial debt. When FDR introduced the New Deal, one of the first to be enacted was 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act. The intent of the AAA was to restore the 
purchasing power of American farmers to pre-World War I levels. The money to 
pay the farmers for cutting back production by about 30 percent was raised by a 
tax on companies that bought farm products and processed them into food and 
clothing. A change that the farmers had to get use to was the AAA controlled the 
supply of seven "basic crops" — corn, wheat, cotton, rice, peanuts, tobacco, and 
milk — by offering payments to farmers in return for farmers NOT planting those 
crops. However In 1937, the Supreme Court ruled that the AAA was 
unconstitutional, but the basic program was rewritten and again passed into law. 
Even critics admitted that the AAA and related laws helped revive hope in farm 
communities. Farmers were put on local committees and spoke their minds. 
Government checks began to flow. The AAA did not end the Depression and 
drought, but the legislation remained the basis for all farm programs in the 
following 70 years of the 20th Century.



Change in traditions 
During the Great Depression and World War Two, the everyday traditions of 
Americans drastically changed. The lack of money, and jobs hit all American 
differently. For example the divorces rate hit an all time low, but the separation 
rate for marriages hit an all time high. Everyday American marriages could not 
handle the stress of the Great Depression, but they could not pay for a divorce. 
This lead to a large amount of separated couples. Also many couples waited to 
get married until they got a job, or until the economy was better. With a lack of 
money couples realized that they could not afford a large amount of children, so 
this lead to a reliance on birth control. For the fist time in the US the birth rate 
dropped below the replacement level. The replacement level means that ideally 
a couple would have two kids to replace them when they pass. This was just one 
of the many changes for women during the Great Depression, with most 
working men gone women were forced to brake tradition and get jobs outside 
of the home. The idea of "Rosie the Riveter" swept the nation as women took up 
jobs in factories all over America. Overall the traditional American home life 
changed dramatically during the Great Depression and World War Two. 



Conclusion 

• FDR knew in order to fix the economy he had to 
change things up by break tradition and trying 
something new or nothing would change. The acts he 
got congress to pass, even if not permanent, helped 
immensely. 


