
Essay Question #2 


 “The Spanish-American War was the result of 
shrewd maneuvering on the part of a number of 

Washington imperialists, such as Theodore 
Roosevelt, who pressured the weak and 

vacillating McKinley into war in order to gain a 
colonial empire in the Caribbean and the 

Western Pacific.” 
Evaluate this statement. 
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While the influence of Theodore 
Roosevelt and other influential and 
empire minded persons may have 

helped persuade McKinley to enter the 
Spanish-American War, the weight of 

public opinion must be considered as 
a major factor in the presidents 

decision.



The 1800s were the heyday of "Yellow 
Journalism." Named for the "Yellow 

Kid", a cartoon character appearing in 
the mass circulation papers of the 

time, Yellow Journalism grew out of 
the competition for circulation 

between the mass market papers of 
William Randolph Hearst and Joseph 

Pulitzer.  In order to boost 
circulation, the papers would 
sometimes even create news.



This had its most striking effect in helping to 
bring on the Spanish American War. Newspapers 

gave sensationalized reports of Spanish 
attempts to suppress a rebellion in CubaCuba, 
making it appear that the spa innards were 

guilty of extreme human rights violations. As 
public outrage grew, so too did pressure on 
the McKinley administration to take a hard 
line with Spain. Spain was conciliatory, but 

McKinley felt compelled to send the battleship 
U.S.S. Maine to the harbor of Havana, Cuba, to 
show the flag and generally uphold American 
interests. While there the Maine was blown up 

and sank with heavy loss of life.



The Yellow Press immediately roared 
its opinion that this was the doing of 

Spain, though the cause of the 
explosion was and remains unknown.



The public outcry raised by such 
reporting, coupled with the publics 
sincere but mislead humanitarian 

desire to free the Cubans form Spanish 
Tyranny. 


