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★During the decade of the 1960's , the United States 
under President Lyndon B. Johnson experienced a 
massive turnover economically, militarily, and politically. 
With the start of the Vietnam War in 1965, Johnson 
sent many US troops as he set out to make his policy for 
the Vietnam War. Eventually, Johnson's anticipation 
about his policies doesn't turn out the way he expected. 

Thesis 



★At the time of the Vietnam War, Johnson put a lot  of emphasis on his 
Domino Theory and his containment policy, which required America to 
make a serious effort in stopping the spread of communism. The US 
involvement continued to escalate throughout the 1950's and early into 
the 1960's. On August 4, 1964, American vessels in South Vietnam 
were fired upon by North Vietnam; this event is known as the Gulf of 
Tonkin incident. Following this incident came along the Gulf of Tonkin 
resolution occurring on August 5, 1964. On this day, President Johnson 
requested a resolution expressing the determination of the U.S to continue 
its basic policy of assisting free nations in defending their freedom.

Johnson's political policies regarding the Vietnam 
War 



★ On August 7, 1964, in response to the presidential request, 
Congress authorized President Johnson to take all necessary 
measures to repeal any attack against the forces of the U.S and to 
prevent any sort of aggression. In response to this resolution, North 
Vietnam began its selective bombing; in the same year, this started, 
the U.S troops also began to arrive. Although the Gulf of Tonkin 
resolution states that the U.S had no military, political, or territorial 
ambitions in Southeast Asia, the interests during wartime were of a 
different nature. The United States was not expecting a more 
extensive development in Vietnam and Johnson shocked the nation 
by his exclusive decision. 



★A major downfall in LBJ's policy was his blatant misuse 
of his respective power. Soon, the political involvement in 
Vietnam was about more than just providing aid for a 
weak country falling under communism. It soon became 
about money and proving America's commitment in order 
to stop the spread of communism, or to keep it confined 
within its boundaries.  

Downturn of LBJ's Policy



★In 1965, the US military along with LBJ's foreign policy advisers 
recommended expanding operations in Vietnam. After a Vietcong 
attack on the U.S base at Pleiku in 1965, President Johnson 
authorized the Operation of Rolling Thunder, which was a 
prolonged air attack using B-52 bombers against targets in 
North Vietnam. By the end of 1965, most of the U.S troops in 
Vietnam were engaged in combat roles. Hoping to win a war of 
attrition, American generals used search-and destroy tactics. 
This technique further alienated the peasants.

LBJ's Military Policies regarding the 
Vietnam War 



★In January 1968, the Vietcong launched an all-out , surprise attack on 
almost every province and American base in South Vietnam. Although 
the attack took a fearful route in the cities, the U.S military 
counterattacked and recovered the lost territory. The destruction viewed 
by millions of Americans overseas on TV news appeared as a colossal 
setback for Johnson's Vietnam policy. Overall, Tet was a tremendous 
military victory in demoralizing the American public. In the same year, 
Richard Nixon was elected president, and introduced the policy of 
Vietnamization. In this policy, Nixon announced that he would gradually 
withdraw U.S troops from Vietnam and give South Vietnam the money, 
training, and weapons to take over the full conduct of the war. 

Tet Offense and "Vietnamization"



★Overall, Johnson had many set backs in his policy for Vietnam.  Political 
pressures prevented him from taking certain actions, as well as rising 
anti-war tensions from the American public.  Military involvement also 
prohibited some of Johnson's objectives.  All of these issues contributed 
to making LBJ's policy disappointingly unsuccessful.  

Conclusion


