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Question
Explain the impact of U.S. involvement in World War I on 
THREE of the following:

African Americans 

Civil liberties 

Business

Women

Labor unions



Thesis
The USA's involvement in WWI had an 
impact on many things, such as 
American citizens' freedom through acts 
preventing civil liberties, labor unions 
being forced not to strike and how that 
created tension between the African 
Americans and the whites, and the 
suffrage and feminist movements led by 
women.



Civil Liberties

When the USA got involved in WWI, loyalty was almost 
enforced on the people, since there had to be widespread 
support for the war in order to provide the manpower needed 
to fight. This was shown with the Espionage Act of 1917 and the 
Sedition Act of 1918. Thanks to the Espionage Act, Eugene V. 
Debs was convicted for his pro-Socialist views, and the 
Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) leader William D. 
Haywood was convicted because the IWW sympathized with 
laborers all around the world, including Russia. At this time, 
nearly any criticism of the government could be censored and 
punished.  The Supreme Court upheld these laws in Schenck v. 
United States (1919); it argued that freedom of speech could be 
revoked when such speech posed a danger to the nation.





Labor Unions/
African Americans 

Workers were discouraged from striking by the War Department's decree in 
1918 that threatened any unemployed male with drafting. However, the IWW 
had some of the worst working conditions in the country.  As a result, at 
the end of the war, the American Federation of Labor membership had more 
than doubled. Wartime inflation threatened to eliminate wage gains and 
thousands of strikes resulted. In 1919, the greatest strike in American 
history occurred in the steel industry.  More than 250,000 steelworkers 
walked off their jobs in an attempt to force their employers to recognize 
their right to strike.  The steel companies resisted and refused to negotiate 
with union representatives.  Instead, the companies brought in 30,000 
African-Americans to keep the mills operating. The strike failed, which 
crippled the union movement for over 10 years. Thousands of blacks were 
drawn to the North in wartime by the allure of war-industry employment.  
The blacks served as meatpackers and strikebreakers.  Deadly disputes 
between whites and blacks consequently erupted.





Women

Most of the suffrage movement, represented by the 
National American Woman Suffrage Association, 
supported Wilson's war. War mobilization gave momentum 
to the suffrage movement.  President Wilson was very 
impressed by the women's war work, and consequently 
supported women suffrage. In 1920, The 19th Amendment 
was passed, giving all American women the right to vote. 
Congress also passed the Sheppard-Towner Maternity Act 
of 1921, providing federally financed instruction in 
maternal and infant health care. In the postwar decade, 
feminists continued to campaign for laws to protect 
women in the workplace and prohibit child labor.





Conclusion
The USA's involvement in WWI had an 
impact on civil liberties, the 
American citizens' freedom, labor 
unions being forced not to strike 
and how that created tension 
between the African Americans and 
the whites, and women and the 
feminist movement.


